Wayne Agencies Network Meeting Minutes
November 14, 2007
Attendees

Agency

Tracy VanVleck

Wayne County Action Program – Advantage After School – Facilitator 

Carol Monsees

Wayne County Public Health – Children with Special Needs

Beverly DiSanto

Wayne County Action Program – Head Start

Barbara Nittolo

NYSEG

April Pender

Wayne County Action Program – Advantage After School

Luisa DelValle

Rural Opportunities

Chris Edgar

Literacy Volunteers

Judith Sauer 

Planned Parenthood of the Rochester/Syracuse Region

Richard LeBlanc

Wayne County Dept. of Social Services

Devin Gary

Wayne County Action Program – Head Start

Lisa Steitler

Cornell Cooperative Extension

Kaye Wright  

Wayne County Dept. of Aging and Youth

Odessa Sadberry

Wayne County Action Program – Head Start

Alia Henton-Williams
Lyons Central School District – 21st Century Programs

Lori Proctor

Planned Parenthood of the Rochester/Syracuse Region

Dori Shaner 

Wayne County Action Program – Head Start

Angela Brunner

Wayne County Action Program – Head Start

Debbie Farnsworth
Wayne County Action Program – Foster Grandparent Program 
Laurie TenEyck 

Wayne County Action Program – Retired and Senior Volunteer Program 
David Stalker

Wayne County Nursing Home
Presenters 

Barb Nittolo 

NYSEG – Voice Your Choice
Debbie Farnsworth
Wayne County Action Program, Inc. - Foster Grandparent Program 
Laurie TenEyck

Wayne County Action Program, Inc. - Retired and Senior Volunteer Program


Barb Nittolo, NYSEG – Voice Your Choice Program
The Voice Your Choice option fliers have been sent out to all NYSEG and RG&E customers. Voice your Choice is an option based program that allows consumers under NYSEG and RG&E to shop for Electric kilowatts ONLY. This does not cover natural gas or other fuel cost. You have the choice between two rates options (1) the variable market rate which changes (rises or falls) based on the market value or (2) a fixed rate which is an average rate set by the electric company you decided to do business with. There are several energy supply companies that you can choose from based on the area you live in. You can stay with the company you have or “shop” around based on rates companies are willing to offer you.  The supplier you choose will provide you with rates they are willing to provide. Some companies only offer a fixed or variable option and others offer both options. If you do not send your information back into NYSEG or RG&E you will automatically be placed under the variable rate option. There really is no clear answer as to which option is better. It depends on your individual household electrical cost. Those individuals living by themselves who are rarely home will have different needs then individuals who have five people in the household that are in the home all the time. Please be well informed and a good consumer and voice your choice by the December 31st deadline.
For any information on the Voice Your Choice options please contact the Customer Service Numbers - NYSEG at 1-800-572-1111 or RG&E at 1-800-743-2110
The Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) was also discussed. HEAP is a state energy assistance program that offers eligible households extra funds for heating costs. There are income guidelines based on family size, income, and type of heating source. Contact your local Department of Social Services for more information - Wayne County Office, (315) 946 -4881. 

Debbie Farnsworth, Wayne County Action Program, Inc. - Foster Grandparent Program

This program provides opportunities for adults 60+ to assist children on and individual basis in child care settings. The focus is for low income seniors to focus on working with children with special needs in various capacities. This program helps seniors increase livelihood, decrease isolation in their community, and provides them something to do that increases their quality of life. Currently seniors in this program work in Head Start Centers, Roosevelt Children’s Center, and various school districts.  This program covers Wayne, Yates, Seneca and Ontario Counties. Seniors have the opportunity to work as little as 15 hours a week up to 30 hours a week. Volunteers receive a modest stipend of $214.00/month based on a 20 hour a week rate, a free lunch daily, transportation allowance, leave time, sick time, accident insurance when working, monthly training opportunities, and a yearly recognition dinner. Currently 70 seniors in the four counties are participating and the program is still recruiting for more volunteers. 
For more information or to refer seniors please contact Debbie Farnsworth at the Wayne County Action Program, Inc.159 Montezuma Street Lyons, NY 14489 or by phone at (315) 946-7530. 
Laurie TenEyck, Wayne County Action Program, Inc. - Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP)
This program offers volunteer opportunities for persons 55+ to provide community service to all ages including tutoring, nursing homes, clerical support, public relations and fundraising. No stipend is provided to volunteers associated with the RSVP program, all opportunities are to give back to the community. Under this program, seniors in Wayne, Seneca, and Ontario Counties have several other opportunities to volunteer including the following:
Bone Builders: Free exercise program for men and women with no age requirement to participate. Certified trainers, must be 55+, are part of the RSVP program and conduct the classes. Classes provide great opportunities for participates that need exercise to help build bone mass, slow bone loss, and reduce risk of fractures. Classes are currently held in Red Creek, Newark, Wolcott and Sodus areas, with possible expansion to Palmyra and Macedon if instructors can be found.

Medical Transportation: Volunteer drivers provide transportation for seniors to/from doctors’ appointments. Mileage reimbursement is provided at 22¢ a mile. Donations are appreciated for mileage reimbursement. Volunteers are needed.
Tax Counseling for the Elderly: Provides counseling/preparation for Federal and State returns as well as Earned Income Tax Credit, IT-214 and other tax credits. This is a free service due to RSVP volunteers. The service takes place from Feb. - April. Includes e-filing and has an income and age requirement in order to receive the service. 
Food Sense Program: Cooperative food buying program that enables people to purchase a range of fresh meat, cheeses, fruits and vegetables. Anyone can participate; no income requirement. A unit of food for $15.50 and 2-4 specials offered each month. Sign up sites are located throughout Wayne County in Lyons, Sodus, Ontario and Newark. Volunteers need for pick up/delivery of food to seniors.
For more information or to refer seniors please contact Laurie TenEyck at Wayne County Action Program, Inc. 159 Montezuma Street Lyons, NY 14489– (315) 946-7530
Next Meeting Date: 
January 16th, 2008 – Dept. of Health – Nye Road – 2nd floor conference room – 10:30 – 12:30 

Presenters:  
10:30 - 11 – Chris Edgar – Literacy Volunteers 

11 – 11:30 – Luisa Del Valle – Rural Opportunities – low income tax clinic 

11:30 – 12 – Beverly DiSanto Wayne County Action Program - Head Start

12-12:30 – David Stalker – Wayne County Nursing Home

Please call/email to cancel if you will not be able to present when scheduled tracy.vanvleck@waynecap.org or call 946-7530. Thank you 

