The ADVANTAGE After School Enrichment Program is for children in Elementary and Middle School between the ages of 5 – 14 and is made possible by collaboration between Local School Districts (North Rose-Wolcott, Lyons, Newark, Red Creek) and Wayne County Action Program Inc.

The purpose of the ADVANTAGE After School Program, as seen by NYS Office of Children and Family Services, is for community-based organizations and school districts to partner together to provide safe, student-enriching care for children between the ages of 5 and 14, during the typical time when parents are working.  It is necessarily NOT “school after school”, but is to be a fun and enjoyable compliment to the student’s in-school activities.  
ADVANTAGE provides care that parents can rely upon throughout the calendar year, including recess days, ½ days, conference days, some holidays, and a parent paid summer program if there is need in the community.  
ADVANTAGE encourages and nurtures decision making skills by providing choices for children concerning how they will spend free time, as well as being involved in the planning process for enrichment opportunities.

ADVANTAGE provides a safe, healthy and nurturing environment for children within a supervised and structured framework.  It is our desire to see each child develop positive relationships with peers and adults, a positive self-image, independence and creativity.  We encourage children to participate in group activities, but also offer individual activities.  

ADVANTAGE activities may consist of the following depending on student, parent, staff, and school district driven interests: 

Homework Harbor, Karate, Dance, Amazing Arts – such as: Cartoonist, photography, knitting, quilting, pottery, crafts, painting etc., Community Spotlight – the following people may come to do programming: Fire Departments, Police Departments, Principals, Superintendents, Teachers, Parents, Animal Odyssey, Foster Grandparents, Human Society etc., Community Service Projects – such as: Food Drive, ABC and Number books to Head Start Programs, Paper bag books to Universal Pre-K programs, project clean up in local parks or on school grounds, etc., Character Education, Violence Prevention, Character Education Classes, Substance Abuse Prevention Classes, Girl Scouts & Boy Scouts, Cooking, Multi Cultural Club, Physical Education – Large Motor activities, parent/child social events, and field trips. All these activities usually go in 4-10 week cycles to provide many opportunities to children throughout the program year and many are taught by certified school district teachers.
ADVANTAGES takes pride in its ability to provide all these services to children in the school districts. Depending on the demographics if the school district we are able to enroll all different types of individuals including children with special needs such as ADHD, Autism, Bipolar and other mental illness, and any physical handicaps. 
