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2010 Friends of Head Start

Each year current Head Start parents and staff are given the opportunity to nominate an agency or individual who has made an on-going valuable contribution to the Head Start program.

Parent Members of the Policy Council choose the award recipients. This year, Friend of Head Start awards go to four deserving individuals. This years Friends of Head Start are Mary Lester, Dexter Philbee, Brandon Carnell, and Lisa Roth O’Dell.
Mary Lester is a Kindergarten Teacher at Clyde Elementary and has been instrumental in helping our Clyde Head Start four year old children transition into the Elementary School.  Mary donates her time to come to Parent Meetings and Transition meetings to talk to parents about Kindergarten enrollment, registration and screen processes. Mary also sets up visitations for Head Start children to go to Kindergarten classrooms to play, learn and meet teachers, and develop social skills. Thank you Mary for taking time to give your expertise in making transitions for Head Start children easier.
Dexter Philbee and Brandon Carnell are both past Head Start parents that continue to dedicate their time and skills by volunteering to help out with our Head Start Home-Based socialization activities for both our Early Head Start and Head Start programs in Huron. Both Dexter and Brandon are instrumental in making this program work by being extra hands with children in all planned activities and preparing lunches. Staff, parents and children are grateful for their positive energy and support during socialization activities making this an enjoyable experience for children and families. Thank you Dexter and Brandon for donating your time during your busy schedule.  

Lisa Roth O’Dell is a Wayne County Public Health Educator that has provided many years and a variety of services to Head Start children and families. Through the bicycle safety program, Lisa comes to our centers to fit children for bicycle helmets and explains to children the importance of wearing helmets and bicycle safety. Through the car seat safety program, Lisa comes to our centers and checks the children’s car seats and provides new ones for children that have out grown them. Parents have to be present during this activity so Lisa can educate them about proper insulation of car seats and importance of placing children in car seats that are appropriate for age and weight. Thank you Lisa for your willingness to educate parents and children on safety issues.
